ADITO VPN &

Prerequisites
Platform independent assuming Java is installed.

Similar Projects

Barracude SSL VPN (commercial)
OpenVPN (free)

dito is an open source, browser-based SSL VPN solu-
A tion. What the heck does Adito mean, you ask? Adito

is an Italian word roughly de ning an entrance to a
room or to a building. Perfect for a VPN solution, yes?

As a topic it came to me by way of a surprising statistic. | had
discovered Adito looking for a similar solution to the now
defunct SSL-Explorer, a VPN project | had contentedly used
a few years ago, before support for it went by the wayside as
the code base went commercial. | took a quick look at Adito,
and was pleased enough to write a follow up to a three year
old blog post I d written on SSL-Explorer. The traf c to the
original SSL-Explorer post had always been a bit surprising
in itself, but when | published the Adito follow up the queries
and reads were immediate and many. Of the 90 blog posts | ve
written (as | write this column) in three plus years, the Adito
post is currently ranked as the third most read post (since |
started tracking). Suf ce it to say, statistics bear out the fact
that an open source, browser-based SSL VPN solution is of
great interest and as such warrants attention for toolsmith.

I reached out to Samuli Seppanen of Finland to learn more
about his project. He characterizes himself as a system ad-
ministrator, but does some programming and translation
work too, and is a hard-core Linux and open source fan. His
company had used SSL-Explorer for quite a while when its
source was closed. While the fork was not initiated by his
company (it was a personal decision), he does spend quite a
lot of his work time on Adito.

There is a clear vision about Aditos near future; some of it
is described in the wiki! under Ongoing projects heading.
Samuli hopes the next version of Adito will include the fol-
lowing:

1 http://adito.wiki.sourceforge.net.
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1. Convert Adito into a pure web application which runs
under any servlet container (e.g. Jetty or Tomcat). This
includes getting rid of the of the non-standard Adito-spe-
ci ¢ stuff such as the boot module and Java service wrap-
per. The embedded HSQLDB database will be replaced
with an external one. We Il start with using an external
HSQLDB, but PostgreSQL/MySQL/whatever should be
trivial to implement later on.

2. Change the Adito build system from Ant to Maven2. The
current Ant build scripts are way too complex and prone
to breakage. Migration is tightly related to #1, because cre-
ating non-standard package formats and directory layouts
with Maven2 is much harder than with Ant.

3. Modernize as many components as possible. The Maven2
migration takes care of most of this automatically, but
updating some components requires code changes due to
API changes.

4. Document Adito and Adito development on all levels.

All of these will lower the barrier of entry to Adito develop-
ment, which is crucial for Adito as its a community open
source project. Modularizing Adito will make various de-
ployment scenarios - such as large installations with load
balancers - much easier.

They re also working on re-implementing some of the func-
tionality of SSL-Explorer Enterprise Edition. The two most
needed are LDAP authentication and network drive mapping
extensions. The LDAP authentication module is already be-
ing worked on.

Theres also activity not directly related to the Adito soft-
ware itself. For example, there are people working on making
Adito rPath/Redhat AOS appliances. These will make Adito
deployments much easier.

Using Adito
Windows installation

Adito works well on any Windows or Linux operating system
capable of running a JRE (Java Runtime Environment). For
my test environment | installed it on a Windows Server 2003
SP2 virtual machine running on my Ubuntu 8.10 server.

| unpacked adito-0.9.1-bin.tar.gz in c:\adito. Ensure that
you have JRE 62 installed and you Il also need Apache s Ant.?

2 http://java.sun.com/javase/downloads/index.jsp.

3 http://ant.apache.org/bindownload.cgi.







